
 

Unatego Central School 
Board Meeting 
June 20, 2016 
 
                                                       MINUTES 

President Treffeisen called the meeting of the Unatego Central School District 
to order at 6:30 p.m. in room 93 at the MS/HS. 
 
Downey, McDermott, Reyda, Salisbury and Treffeisen were present. 
 
Administrative members present:  Supt. Dr. David S. Richards 
 
Motion by McDermott, seconded by Reyda, to go into Executive Session to 
discuss CSE recommendations at 6:31 p.m.  Yes-4 No-0. Carried. 
 
Executive Session:  6:31 p.m. – room 93. 
 
Open Session resumed at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Downey, McDermott, McEntee, Reyda, Salisbury, Stockert and Treffeisen 
answered roll call. 
 
Absent:  None. 
 
Administrative staff present:  Supt. Dr. David S. Richards and Clerk French. 
 
Visitors/Staff:  7 
 
President Treffeisen led the Flag Salute. 
 
Motion by Stockert, seconded by McDermott, to approve the Regular Board 
Meeting Minutes of June 6, 2016 as presented.  Yes-7 No-0. Carried. 
 
Motion by Downey, seconded by Stockert, to approve the Special Board 
Meeting Minutes of June 13, 2016 as presented.  Yes-7 No-0. Carried. 
 
Motion by Reyda, seconded by Downey, to adopt the Agenda as presented.  
Yes-7 No-0. Carried. 
 
Public Comment 
R. Modinger – acknowledged the custodians at the high school.  At a recent 
meeting at the high school a colleague had car trouble and the vehicle had 
to be towed.  The custodians made sure that everything was ok before they 
left. 
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Presentations 
STEM Program – Meghan Greco 
  Meghan discussed the STEM program that she is taking at the Sidney 
School.  She feels that it is amazing program for any student that is planning 
a career in Engineering.  It is possible to receive an Associate’s Degree when 
they reached the 12th grade. 
  She was recently made aware that the current 7th grade students were not 
being informed of the program.  Also the current students attending from 
Unatego (3) were informed that they would have to pay a tuition fee for the 
program of $1600.  Meghan was there to request a change in the budget for 
the STEM program so that the upcoming students could attend the program. 
  Supt. Dr. Richards responded stating that he had been in touch with the 
Superintendent at Sidney School regarding the proposed change in charging 
students to attend the program.  He was unaware of the situation until 
Meghan came to discuss the matter with him.  There will not be any charge 
next year for the program and the 7th graders would be made aware of the 
program. 
 
Superintendent’s Report – Dr. David S. Richards 

 Over the weekend he was informed that the District would receive 
$50,000 in bullet aid. 

 The Exit Survey comments that could be answered has been finished. 
They were reviewed by the President and the response has been put 
on the website.  There is also a link on facebook to the site. 

 The $72,000 Community School Aid received has guidelines on how it 
is to be used.  The money could go away in a year. 

 Dr. Richards reviewed a timeline for the facilities study review.  
Discussion followed.  The Board is in agreement with the timeline. 

 The utility cost of the buildings and the Building Condition Survey in 
Chapter 6 was discussed. 

 
Administrative Action 
Motion by Reyda, seconded by McDermott, to approve resolutions 4.1-4.14 
and 4.16-4.20 as presented.  Yes-7 No-0. Carried. 
 
Warrants and Budget Status Reports were given to the Board for information 
only. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board does hereby approve the Treasurer’s Reports for May for all funds 
as presented. 
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RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board does hereby approve CSE recommendation as presented. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board does hereby approve the agreement for medical services between 
Fox Pediatrics (formerly Oneonta Family Practice) and the Unatego Central 
School District for the 2016-17 school year as presented. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board does hereby approve bus transportation for the 2016 Unadilla 
Summer Recreation Program. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board does hereby approve the recommended courses, Robotics & 
Coding I and Robotics & Coding II, to be added to the Course Catalogue for 
the high school. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board of the Unatego Central School District does hereby declare the 
Unatego CSD as the Lead Agency for the purposes of the State Environmental 
Quality Review Act and Regulations (SEQRA) associated with the 2016 Capital 
Improvements Project, Masonry Reconstruction-Resolution #1 as presented. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board of the Unatego Central School District does hereby approve the 
Unatego Central School District 2016 Capital Improvements Project, 
 
WHEREAS, the Unatego Central School District Board of Education (the 
“Board”) has considered the effect upon the environment of the 2016 Capital 
Improvements Project listed in the State Environmental Quality Review Act 
Process Record sheet submitted at this meeting, and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board has received and reviewed the State Environmental 
Quality Review Act Process Record Sheet prepared and submitted in 
connection with the Project, 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Unatego Central School District 
Board of Education, acting as Lead Agency for the purposes of the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act and Regulations (SEQRA), hereby 
determines that the Project is a Type II action which will not have a significant 
impact on the environment and is not subject to review under SEQRA-
resolution #2 as presented. 
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RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board does hereby approve salaries as allowed in the 2016-17 school 
budget a 3.5% salary increase for non-represented employees for the 2016-
17 school year. 
 
RESOLVED; that the Unatego Central School District Board of Education does 
hereby approve a 2.9% increase for the Superintendent of Schools for the 
2016-17 school year. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board does hereby approve summer custodial workers for the 2016 
summer, Debra Klein, Amy Packard, Patricia Walker and Carol Wilber, as 
presented. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board does hereby set July 11, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. for the Annual 
Organizational Meeting. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board does hereby accept, with regret, Marilyn Klie’s resignation, due to 
retirement, as Otego Elementary Principal effective July 1, 2016 as presented. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board does hereby accept Margot Reynolds resignation as elementary 
teacher effective July 1, 2016 as presented. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board does hereby create 1:1 aide position. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board does hereby eliminate (1) aide position. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board does hereby eliminate (1) elementary teaching position. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that 
this Board does hereby eliminate (1) special education teacher position. 
 
RESOLVED; on motion by Reyda, seconded by Salisbury and upon the 
recommendation of the Superintendent that this Board does hereby accept 
Jason Stockert’s resignation as cleaner effective July 18, 2016 as presented. 
Yes-6 No-0. Abstained: 1 (Stockert).  Carried. 
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Public Comment 
S. Anderson – discussed the one-time use of $72,000.  He also noted even 
though residents were not attending the Board meetings in his meeting with 
neighbors and friends they do ask him about the facilities process and plans. 
 
Martha Modinger – student at Unatego.  Asked questions pertaining to the 
meeting discussion on the survey and facilities study.  She suggested a 
simplied version of the study, putting an addition on to the MS/HS, public 
notice of meetings and what would happen to the elementary schools if they 
were closed. 
 
Round Table Discussion   
D. Downey – Board would like to discuss the facilities study with each other.  
Could they possibility have a workshop?    Dr. Richards suggested having a 
workshop with the attorneys. 
 
B. McEntee – discussed concerns on the summer feeding program, STEM 
program and how the special classrooms are set up.  Ms. McEntee thanked 
the bus drivers for taking their children to school and home. 
 
J. McDermott – discussed the Coding program approved at the meeting.   
 
Motion by Salisbury, seconded by McDermott, to go into Executive Session to 
discuss a particular personnel matter at 9:03 p.m.  Yes-7 No-0.  Carried. 
 
Clerk French left the meeting at 9:03 p.m. 
 
 
___________________________________   
Joan French, District Clerk 
 
Executive Session:  9:05 p.m. – room 93. 
 
Open Session resumed at 9:40 p.m. 
 
Motion by Reyda, seconded by McDermott, to adjourn the meeting at 9:41 
p.m.  Yes-7 No-0. Carried. 
 
 
___________________________________   
Dr. David S. Richards, Superintendent of Schools 
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