
Unatego Central School 
Board Meeting 
August 24, 2015 
 
                                                      MINUTES 

President Treffeisen called the Regular Board Meeting of the Unatego 
Central School Board of Education to order at 6:31 p.m. in room 93 at 
the Middle/Senior High School. 
 
Board members present:  Downey, McDermott, McEntee, Salisbury, 
Stockert and Treffeisen. 
 
Administrative members present:  Supt.  Dr. Richards 
 
Motion by Downey, seconded by McDermott, to go into Executive 
Session to discuss CSE recommendations at 6:32 p.m.  Yes-6  No-0.  
Carried. 
 
Executive Session:  6:32 p.m. - 6:52 p.m. - room 93. 
 
Recess:  6:52 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 
Open Session resumed at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Downey, McDermott, McEntee, Salisbury, Stockert and Treffeisen 
answered roll call. 
 
Absent:  Reyda 
 
Administrative members present:  Supt. Dr. Richards and Clerk French. 
 
Visitors/Staff present:  16 
 
President Treffeisen led the flag salute. 
 
Motion by Stockert, seconded by McDermott, to approve the Regular 
Board Meeting Minutes of August 10, 2015 as presented.  Yes-6  No-0.  
Carried. 
 
Motion by Downey, seconded by McDermott, to adopt the agenda and 
the addendum with corrections to 4.4 Tax Rolls (update) and 4.7 
returning teacher substitutes date to 2015-16 on the attachment.  Yes-6  
No-0.  Carried. 
 
Public Comment - None. 
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Presentations 
Graduation - Julie Lambiaso and Laura Butcher 
   Senior student, Melissa Lockwood, completed her requirements for 
graduation over the summer.  Ms Lockwood was presented her diploma 
with the presence of family, visitors and Board by Supt. Dr. David 
Richards and President Treffeisen with HS Principal Lambiaso and 
Guidance Counselor Butcher. 
   There will be another graduation presentation at the next Board 
meeting as the student was not able to attend the meeting. 
 
   HS Principal introduced Rotary Exchange student ”Kota" (Prapanjj 
Kota) from India.  He is staying with Scott and Tina Wetmore in Otego. 
 
Facility Study - Alan Pole and Dr. William Silky 
    Mr. Pole and Dr. Silky gave a power point overview on what a facility 
study might look like.  (copy of power point supplemental folder).  Areas 
reviewed where the content of the report, advantages &  disadvantages 
of an outside consultant conducting the study, whether to have an 
advisory committee, expectations of the committee, timeline for the 
study and the importance of informing the public what is going on.  A 
brief discussion followed.  Board will make a decision by the next Board 
meeting on how they would like to proceed. 
 
Superintendent's Report - Dr. David Richards 

 Dr. Richards informed the Board that he was exploring options 
with the maintenance and transportation departments. 

 A full report on the transportation options will be presented at 
the next Board meeting. 

 
Shared Business Manager's Report - Kristy DeGroat 

 Areas that Georgia Gonazalez and Kristy DeGroat will be working 
on for the District is building up the fund balance and services for 
the school.  They both will be attending the Administrator's 
Retreat tomorrow at SUNY's Morris Hall. 

 
Administrative Action 
Motion by Downey, seconded by McDermott, to approve resolutions 4.1 
- 4.18 as presented with corrections.  Yes-6 No-0.  Carried. 
 
Warrants and Budget Status Reports for the 2014-15 school year and 
July 2015 were given to the Board for information only. 
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RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools 
that this Board does hereby approve the Treasurer's Reports for all 
funds for July 2015 as presented. 
 
RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM TAX ROLLS AND AUTHORIZE TAX 

LEVY 

WHEREAS the Board of Education has been authorized by the voters at 

the Annual School Meeting to raise for the current budget of the 2015-16  

school year a sum not to exceed $7,101.132.00 ; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the board fixes the equalized tax 

rates by towns and confirms the extension of the taxes as they appear on 

the following described tax roll: 

 

 
Name of Town 

Total Assessed 
Valuations 
By Towns 

Equalized 
Tax Rate 
By Towns 

Total 
Tax Levy 
By Towns 
 

 
Franklin 
Sidney 
Butternuts 
Laurens 
Oneonta 
Otego 
Unadilla 
 
 
 

 
118,000 
26,059,392 
2,941,238 
691,581 
3,264,972 
200,073,074 
93,378,157 
 
 
 

 
93.00 
82.72 
114.50 
111.51 
100.00 
118.12 
65.00 

 
2,566.04 
637,115.04 
51,950.39 
12,542.76 
66,030.35 
3,425,593.52 
2,905,333.90 
 
 
 
 
 

TOTALS $326,526,414 $684.85 $7,101,132 

 
 

   

AND BE IT HEREBY DIRECTED THAT the tax warrant of this board, 

duly signed shall 

be affixed to the above-described tax rolls authorizing the collection of said 

taxes to  

begin 9/1/2015 and end 10/31/2015 giving the tax warrant an effective 

period of 60 days at the  

expiration of which time the tax collector shall make an accounting in 

writing to the board;  
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AND IT IS FURTHER DIRECTED THAT the delinquent tax penalties 

shall be fixed as follows: 

1st month free period, 

2nd month interest of 2 percent added, 

3rd month or fraction thereof, interest of 3 percent added. 

 

MOTION CONCERNING TAX WARRANT 

 

Motion made by Downey; Seconded by McDermott;  

 

WHEREAS: Chapter 73 of the Laws of 1977, amended Section 1318, 

subdivision 1 of the Real Property Tax Law; and 

 

WHEREAS: the unencumbered, unreserved fund balance at the close of 

the last fiscal year must be applied in determining the amount of the school 

tax levy except for an amount not to exceed 1.9% of the current school year 

budget; and 

 

WHEREAS: this latter amount may be held as surplus funds during the 

current school year; now therefore 

 

BE IT ADDITIONALLY RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

To the collector of  UNATEGO school district Town(s) of FRANKLIN, 

SIDNEY, BUTTERNUTS, LAURENS, ONEONTA, OTEGO, UNADILLA 

County(ies) of DELAWARE & OTSEGO New York State. 

 

You are hereby commanded: 

 

To give notice and start collection on September 1, 2015 in accordance with 

the provisions of Section 1322 of the Real Property Tax Law. 

 

To give notice that tax collection will end on October 31, 2015. 

 

To collect taxes in the total sum of $7,101,132 in the same manner that 

collectors are authorized to collect town and county taxes in accordance 

with the provisions of Section 1318 of the Real Property Tax Law. 

 
To make no changes or alterations in the tax warrant or the attached tax 

rolls but shall return the same to the board of education. The board may 

recall its warrant and tax roll for correction of errors or omissions in 

accordance with the provisions of Section 1316 of the Real Property Tax 

Law. 
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To forward by mail to each owner of real property listed on the tax rolls 

within ten days after the start of collection a statement of taxes due on his 

property on press-numbered tax bill forms provided by the school district 

in accordance with the provisions of Section 922 of the Real Property Tax 

Law. To forward by mail, without interest penalties, to the office of the 

county treasurer a detailed tax bill of all state land parcels liable for taxes 

on the school tax rolls in accordance with provisions of Sections 540 and 

544 of the Real Property Tax Law.  

 

To receive from each of the taxable corporations and natural persons the 

sums listed on the attached tax rolls without interest penalties when such 

sums are paid before the end of the first  

month of the tax collection period. To add two percent interest penalties to 

all taxes collected during the second month of the tax collection and to add 

three per cent interest penalties to all taxes collected during any part of the 

third month of the tax collection period and to account for such sums as 

income due to the school district.  

 

To issue press-numbered receipts only on forms provided by the school 

district in acknowledgement of receipt of payments of taxes and to retain, 

preserve and file exact carbon copies of all such receipts issued as required 

by Section 987 of the Real Property Tax Law. 

To promptly return the warrant at its expiration and if any taxes on the 

attached tax rolls shall be unpaid at that time, deliver an accounting 

thereof on forms showing by town the total assessed valuation, tax rate, the 

total tax levy, the total amounts remaining uncollected as required by 

Section 1330 of the Real Property Tax Law.  

 

The warrant is issued pursuant to Sections 910, 912 and 914 of the Real 

Property Tax Law and is delivered in accordance with Sections 1306 and 

1318 of this law. It is effective immediately after it is properly signed by a 

majority of the board of education. The warrant shall expire on the date 

stated above unless a renewal or extension has been endorsed on the face of 

this warrant in writing in accordance with Section 1318, subdivision 2 of 

the Real Property Tax Law. 

 

Member Vote 

Richard Downey                  Yes       

James McDermott               Yes 

Brenda McEntee                  Yes 

James Salisbury                   Yes 

Kathy Stockert                     Yes 

Renee' Treffeisen                 Yes 

 

Motion Carried. 
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RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools 
that this Board does hereby approve returning non-teaching substitutes 
for the 2015-16 school year as presented. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools 
that this Board does hereby approve returning substitute teachers for 
the 2015-16 school year as presented. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools 
that this Board does hereby approve event workers for the 2015-16 
school year as presented. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools 
that this Board does hereby approve the Athletic Placement Process: 
 
WHEREAS, Section 135.4(c) 7 (ii) (a) (4) of the Regulations of the 

Commissioner of Education provides for board of education to permit pupils in 

grades no lower than seventh grade to compete on interscholastic athletic teams 

organized for senior high school pupils, or senior high school pupils to compete 

on interscholastic athletic teams organized for pupils in the seventh and eighth 

grades; and 

 

WHEREAS, these pupils are to be allowed to complete at levels that are 

appropriate to their physical maturity, physical fitness, and sport skills in 

relationship to other pupils in accordance with the standards established by the 

Commissioner of Education; and 

 

WHEREAS, the State Education Department issues the competition standards 

for these pupils to compete under a program call the Athletic Placement 

Process; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Unatego Central School District 

Board of Education shall permit pupils to compete after successfully completing 

the Athletic Placement Process for the requested sport and level.    

 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools 
that this Board does hereby approve the resolution for Joan French's 
retirement incentive as follows; 
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WHEREBY, Joan French worked as a Payroll Coordinator, an 
unrepresented title, for forty (40) years for the Unatego Central School 
District. 
 
WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Schools has recommended that Joan 
French receive a retirement incentive, separate from any incentive 
received for accumulated sick and/or vacation days. 
 
AND WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Schools has recommended that 
the above retirement incentive contribution, separate from any incentive 
received for accumulated sick and/or vacation days, will be placed into a 
non-elective 403(b) account. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Unatego Central School District Board of 
Education hereby accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools to pay Joan French a retirement incentive in the amount of 
$10,500, separate from any incentive received for accumulated sick 
and/or vacation days, which will be paid in a lump sum into a non-
elective 403(b) account. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools 
that this Board does hereby accept Amy Rusk's resignation as Social 
Studies teacher, with regret, effective September 1, 2015 as presented. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools 
that this Board does hereby accept Amy Rusk's resignation as Varsity 
Cross Country Coach effective September 1, 2015. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools 
that this Board does hereby accept Lisa Hall's resignation as food service 
helper, with regret, effective September 1, 2015 as presented. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools 
that this Board does hereby appoint Robert Gamache substitute teacher 
for the 2015-16 school year pending fingerprinting and criminal history 
review as presented. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools 
that this Board does hereby appoint Vic LaPointe as substitute mechanic 
for the 2015-16 school year at $11.35/hr effective September 8, 2015. 
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RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools 
that this Board does hereby make the following probationary 
appointment: 
 
Name of Appointee:  Scott Hornung 
Tenure Area:  Social Studies 
Date of Commencement of Probationary Appointment: September 1, 
2015 
Expiration Date of Appointment:  August 31, 2019 
Salary:  $49,684 - Masters Step 4 
 
This expiration date is tentative and conditional only.  Except to the 
extent required by the applicable provisions of Section 3012 of the 
Education Law, in order to be granted tenure the teacher must receive 
composite or overall annual professional performance review ratings 
pursuant to Section 3012-c and/or 3012-d of the Education Law of either 
effective or highly effective in at least three (3) of the four (4) preceding 
years, and if the teacher receives an ineffective composite or overall 
rating in the final year of the probationary period the teacher shall not be 
eligible for tenure at that time. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools 
that this Board does hereby appoint Scott Hornung Varsity/Modified Cross 
Country Coach as presented. 
 
RESOLVED; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools 
that this Board does hereby appoint Leanne McKee volleyball volunteer 
assistant as presented. 
 
Motion by McDermott, to adopt the following resolution: 
 
RESOLVED; that, due to its proximity to the Otego Elementary School, 
the Unatego School Board is opposed to a private company locating a 
natural gas compressor station in the Town of Franklin, NY because of 
potential health hazards and other concerns.  Therefore, the Unatego 
School Board approves sending a letter of opposition to the Governor of 
New York State, noting their opposition. 
Being there is no second the motion, motion dies. 
 
Public Comment  - None. 
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Round Table Discussion 
The Board discussed the Facility Study in depth.  Following the discussion 
the following resolution was made: 
 
RESOLVED, on motion by McDermott, seconded by Salisbury, that this 
Board does hereby initiate a contract with the firm of Costallo & Silky to 
do a facility study report for the upcoming school year, 2015-16, and 
allow the Board in a separate motion to approve the formation of an 
advisory committee at the next Board Meeting.  Yes-6 No-0. Carried. 
 
Motion by Salisbury, seconded by Stockert, to adjourn the meeting at 
8:28 p.m.  Yes-6 No-0. Carried. 
 
 
______________________________   
Joan M. French 
District Clerk 
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